
 

A call every director wants to get. 
  
A mom called me right after camp ended last summer. 
  
"Mitch, I have a bone to pick with you." 
  
Uh oh. Post-summer parent calls that start like this are usually about lost items or missed activities or 
maybe wanting to see a new initiative the next summer. 
  
But this wasn't that kind of call. 
  
Seems this camp family had been on a run-of-the-mill mall shopping trip. Totally standard and nothing at 
all out of the ordinary. Except this particular time, her daughter walked confidently into a music store, 
picked up a guitar, sat down, and started playing. 
  
Now they are watching as this camp kid’s fingers moved confidently across the strings, playing a Deep 
Purple song. Just happens to be her dad’s favorite band. 
  
Both parents looked at each other, pretty stunned. Later, she called with that bone to pick. 
  
"I did not know my daughter played guitar." 
  
She learned it at camp. 
  

What Created This Moment 
  
This didn't happen by some happy accident. It happened because camp creates specific conditions that 
don't exist most other places. 
  
Here, this camper (and so many like her) chose guitar for herself. No outside adult suggesting it. No college 
app strategy. Just her looking at the activities list and deciding this was something she wanted to try. 
  
She showed up to lessons even when the beginning is difficult, which with guitar it can be. Even when her 
fingers hurt, which 100% happen at the outset. Even when she wasn't good yet which is the always the 
case with literally anything new. 
  
The instructor was there to help, but this camper had to keep going on her own. 
  
She had space to try something without anyone watching from home. No family history with music. No 
expectations about whether this was "her thing" or not. Just room to find out. 
  
A summer of showing up. A summer of choosing. 
  
By the end of the summer? She’s ripping through a Deep Purple song in the mall’s music store. And in case 
you were wondering, yes, that’s completely awesome. 
  

These Conditions Exist Everywhere at Camp 



  
 

 

  

 

Guitar is just one example. 
  
Camp creates shared experiences where kids figure things out together. Natural 
challenges that push without overwhelming. Minor adversity that builds confidence. 
Decision-making moments every single day. 
  
Kids learn to advocate for themselves. They learn who they are when someone else 
is shaping every choice. 
  
This happens at the climbing wall when a kid has to decide whether to reach for the 
next hold. 
  
Or on the lake when standing up during wake surfing for the first time. 
  
Or in the ceramics studio, when the bowl doesn't turn out right, and then it’s time to 
start all over from scratch. 
  
Or when someone realizes they actually (for real) like meditation class even though 
at first it sounded like boring sitting. (And yes, this happens). 
  
Our guitar-playing hero from the beginning of this story? She made dozens of small 
choices over her three weeks at camp. Almost all of them had nothing at all to do 
with music. 
  
But obviously guitar played a part and the whole experience added up to someone 
who could walk into a music store and show her parents something completely new. 
  
What Parents See And What Might Happen This Summer 



  
Parents send their kids to camp and pick them up weeks later. In that time lots of 
this little branching happens and kids come home with all sort of news skills. Ones 
that will play for years to come. 
  
A kid who speaks up more. A kid who tries new things without being pushed. A kid 
who handles disappointment better. A kid who discovered they're good at 
something nobody knew about. 
  
Camp is all about giving kids room to figure out who they are and what they want to 
be when they're making their own choices. 
  
Camp inolves hundreds of small decisions. What to try. When to push through 
something hard. How to handle a challenge. Who to sit with at lunch. 
  
Most of these moments will seem small. But they add up. 
  
Maybe your child discovers guitar. Maybe it's photography or sailing or something 
else entirely. Maybe it's got nothing to do with any activity and is more about a new 
way of showing up in the world. 
  
Every summer, parents call with stories they didn't see coming. 
  
Like when they watch their kids play a Deep Purple cut right there in the middle of 
the mall. 
  
See you this summer. 
  
Mitch 

 

 

 


