
 

... then I went to Chateaugay 
  
When I was a kid, I didn't think camp was for me. 
  
I was shy and reserved. The kind of kid who hung back and wasn't sure about the exact right fit. My 
parents sent me to a few camps early on, a YMCA camp, this all-boys rigorous place. Really, wasn't into any 
of it. 
  
Then I went to Chateaugay. 
  
One of my first days at camp I walked into the bunk and a fellow camper, Danny Scholes, was playing Strat-
O-Matic Baseball. Anyone remember him? Anyone remember those? 
  
Strat-O-Matic Baseball is the dice game with all the player cards, simulating real Major League nine innings. 
Danny was running a full season. Here I am, a huge Yanks fan, obsessed with Reggie Jackson, watching the 
game action, when something pretty amazing happened. 
  
Danny invited me to play. 
  
We rolled the dice, and Reggie hit a grand slam. I was so excited. Danny was pumped, too. We were both 
yelling about it like it was a real game. 
  
That moment mattered. Not because of Strat-O-Matic, but because Danny saw a new kid standing there 
and invited me to play. Maybe it was no big deal to him. But it changed my entire summer, and honestly, 
my life. 
  
That's the Chateaugay I remember. And that's the Chateaugay that's still here. 
  

Four Things That Still Matter At Camp 

 



That Strat-O-Matic moment? It's still at camp, just without the dice, player cards, and early 80s Bronx 
Bombers. 
  
The things that made Chateaugay work then, are the same things that make it work for kids now. 
  
Seasoned campers who know how to include new ones 
  
Peer culture matters more than any program. Kids who know camp are always sure to welcome kids who 
are new to it. They invite them in and make space. It's how the culture repeats itself. 
  
Staff who actually know your kid 
  
Counselors know who's shy, who takes a little time to warm up, or who needs a little bit of extra 
support. Kids aren't just a name on a roster. Camp staff aren't just running activities. They're noticing the 
moments that matter, everyday and all day long. 
  
Friendships that last 
  
Friendships made summers ago are still alive forty years later. Camp creates that, and it's still happening 
summer after summer. It lives in the shared experiences, the time away from everything else. 
  
Every kid finds their thing 
  
For me it was that baseball game. For other kids it's archery, theater, paddling a canoe, playing Gaga, or 
one of the many Chateaugay activities. We aren't trying to predict what it will be, but camp creates the 
conditions for it to happen. 
  

For Every Kind of Kid 

 



Maybe you know this feeling. Or maybe you're hoping your kid finds it. 
  
Camp is for kids who already know they love it. And camp is also for kids who aren't sure yet. Chateaugay 
is made to work for kids wherever they are on their camp journey. 
  
This culture doesn't happen by accident. Counselors know what to look for. Seasoned campers learn it 
from staff who learned it from the generation before them. It repeats itself summer after summer. 
  
Every kid deserves their Danny Scholes moment. 
  
There are no Strat-O-Matic games at camp anymore. But there's something for every kid. A moment, a 
person, a place where it all makes sense. 
  
For alumni, you know exactly what I'm talking about. You lived it. 
  
For parents considering Chateaugay for the first time, this is what we're creating every summer. 
  
That kid who wasn't sure camp was for him? He’s still here. Just older now, with kids of his own, making 
sure every camper gets their shot at finding what he found. 
  
See you this summer. 
  
Mitch 
  

PS: If you have a Danny Scholes moment of your own, I'd love to 
hear it. Reply to this email and tell me about a time when 
Chateaugay clicked for you. 

 

 


